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THE 


KiNCr  of  the  BEiiiES 


The  county  of  De\^oii  has  to  boa^-t  the  birtli 
•of  ihe  faraoiis  Bam-fylde  Moor  Carew,  wiu> 
-was  descendtfd  from  a  very  reputable  f'mvAly^ 
being  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Theodore  Garaw, 
-of  Bickley.  He  was  born  in  Jiih^,  1G93. 
Never  was  "there  known  a  more  splendid  ap- 
pearance at  any  baptism  :  the  Hoiri.  Flsigh 
Bamfylde,  and  the  Hon.  Major'  Moore^  were 
ins  godfathers,  both  of  whose  names  he  bore  : 
Mr  Bamfylde  prescmt^d  him  with  a  piece  of 
plate,  whereon  was  engraved,  in  large  letters. 

Bamfylde  Moors  Carew." 
c  "-"  At  twelve  years  of  age  Bamfyide  was  sent 
t6  Tiverton  school,  where  he  acquired  a  very 
considerable  knowledge  in  the  Latin  and 
Greek  tongues  ;  but  soon  a  new  exercise  en- 
gaged his  attention — this  v^as  Imnting,  in 
^^hich  he  soon  made  a  surprising  progress  ; 
for  he  added  to  it  a  remarkable  cheering  hal- 
lo to  the  dogs  ;  and,  besides  this^  found  out  a 
set-ret,  hitherto  unknown  of  enticing  any  dog 
to  follow  bin. 

The  Tiverton  scholars  had  at  this  time  the 
t'ommand  of  a  fine  pack  of  hounds,  whereby 
he  had  frequent  opportunities  of  gratifying 
his  inclination  in  that  diversion. 


It  liappened  that  a  farmer,  living  in  the 
country  adjacent  to  Tiverton,  who  used  to 
hunt  with  the  Tiverton  scholars,  acquainted 
them  of  a  fine  deer  which  he  had  seen,  with  a 
eollar  about  his  neck,  in  the  fields  about  his 
farm,  which  he  supposed  to  be  the  favourite 
deer  of  some  gentleman  not  far  off;  this  was 
very  agreeable  news  for  the  Tiverton  scholars, 
who  went  in  a  great  body  to  hunt  it.  This 
happened  a  short  tinae  before  harvest;  the 
chase  was  very  hot,  and  they  ran  the  deer 
many  miles,  which  did  great  damage,  the  corn 
being  almost  ripe.  Upon  the  death  of  the 
deer,  the  examination  of  the  collar,  it  was 
found  to  belong  to  Colonel  Nutcomb,  of  the 
parish  of  Clayhanger.  The  farmers  and  gen- 
tlemen complained  very  heavily  to  Mr  Rainer, 
the  schoolmaster,  of  the  havoc  made  in  their 
fields,  when  our  hero,  and  three  of  his  compan- 
ions, being  severely  threateued,  they  absented 
themselves  from  school,  and  the  next  evening 
fell  into  company  with  a  society  of  gypsies, 
who  were  feasting  and  carousing  at  the  Brick 
house,  near  Tiverton. 

This  society  consisted  of  eighteen  persons 
of  both  sexes,  who  met  with  a  full  purpose 
of  merriment  and  jollity ;  and  after  a  plenti- 
fuU  meal  upon  fowls,  ducks,  and  other  dainty 
dishes,  the  flowing  cup  of  October,  cyder^ 
&c,  went  cheerfully  round,  and  merry  songs 
and  country  dances  crowned  the  jovial  ban- 
quet; in  short,  so  great  an  air  of  mirth  and 
pleasure  appeared  in  the  faces  of  this  society, 
that  our  youngsters  from  that  time  eonceived 
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a  sudden  indination  to  enlist  into  their  com- 
pany; which,  when  they  communicated  it  to 
the  gipsies,  they  regarded  as  only  spoken  in 
jest ;  but  they  tarried  all  night  in  their  com- 
pany, and  continued  in  the  same  resolution 
the  next  morning,  they  were  at  length  in- 
duced to  admit  them  into  their  nnmberj  the 
proper  oaths  being  fir?it  administerd. 

Thus  was  Mr  Carew  initiated  into  the 
mysteries  of  a  society,  which  for  antiquity 
needs  give  place  to  none.  He  did  not  con- 
tinue long  in  it  witliout  being  consulted  in 
important  matters  ;  particularly  by  Madame 
Miisgrove,  of  Monkton,  near  faonton,  who 
liearing  (►f  his  fame,  sent  for  him  to  consult  in 
an  affair  of  difficulty.  When  he  was  come, 
she  informed  him  that  she  suspected  a  large 
quantity  of  money  was  buried  somewhere  a- 
bout  her  house,  and  if  he  would  acquaint  her 
with  the  particular  place,  should  reward  him 
handsomely. 

Our  hero  informed  the  lady,  that  under  a 
laurel  tree,  in  the  garden,  lay  the  treasure 
she  sought  for,  hut  that  lier  planet  of  good 
fortune  did  not  reign  till  such  a  day  and  hour, 
till  such  time  she  should  desist  from  search- 
ing for  it.  The  good  lady  rewarded  him  very 
generously  with  twenty  guineas  for  his  dis- 
covery. 

In  the  meim  time,  his  parents  were  not 
able  to  get  the  least  tidings  of  him,  though 
they  publicly  advertised  him,  and  sent  mes- 
sengers to  every  part ;  till  at  tlie  expiration 
4)f  a  year  and  a  half,  his  heart  melted  with 


tenderness,  and  he  r<  pf^i^vd  t^-jhi^  fathf^i];* 
lionse  at  Bydev,  m  Jjeyojis>\y\r.ei  pWgnUf^ 
both  in  hcibit  arid  <'Ounte!iH)ice,.he  was  Ti<]t 
first  knowr.  :  bot  vvlum  he  discovered, .fiiiiisidf^ 
joy  hii?>;t  out  lu  full  stream^  stopping  )l?e 
power  of  jip^^edi  ;  they  hedewe4,J)is  cheeks 
with  teursj  and  iiriprinted  them  with  their 
kiss-s,  -    '  '•-->--• 

For  some  time  linsatisfied  longings,  after  ' 
the  comiiHinity  of  gipsies  preyed  on  tm  mind, 
long  did  filial  piety  and  his  inclinations  str  nggle 
for  the  victcH-y  ;  at  length  the  last  prevailed. 
Oile  day,  theref^ire,  without  taking  leave, of 
his^  frieisds,  he  direited  his  steps  towards 
Brick' house,  at  Tiverton,  v/hen  finding  son\e 
of  tJie  gipsi;  s  th^rej  he  joined  their,  company, 
to  the  great  sati^facti<jn.  of. them  all,   ,  ' 

Being  again  adjnitfed  at  the  first  general 
assembly  of  the  gypsies,  lie  was  soon  aft^r 
sent  out  on  a  cruise  npon  their  enemies.,.  The 
first  efhrt  that  occurred  to  his  tbonghts  was,,,, 
the  equipping  himself  with  an  old  pair  of 
trowsersj  enough  of  a  jacket  to  cover  his  na- 
kedness •  str.ckings  sncli  as  nature  gave  •  shoes 
which  had  leeks  enough  to  sink  a  fir-^t-rate 
man-of-w,  r  ;  ^nd  a  woollen  cap  so  black,,  that 
one  might  j^afely  swear  it  had  never  ,been 
washed.  He  became  now  nothing  more  nor, 
less  than  an  oo fortunate  shipwrecked  seaman,,^ 
In  his  first  excorsion,  he  gained^, a  very  cp-n- 
siderable  booty^  havifsg  iDiitated  the  passes 
and'  certificates  that  v>'ere  necessary., for.  him 
to  travel  Ui imolestecL,  and  proceeded  to  TPot- 
lifesj  and  fr;;m  thence  to  the  city  of.Kxeter^ 
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where  he  raised  a  contribution  in  one  day,  a- 
inoiinting  to  several  pounds. 

He  next  becomes  the  plain,  honest,  coiiritry 
farmer,  who,  living  in  the  Isle  of  Sheppy,  in 
[vent  had  the  niisfbrtnne  to  have  his  grounds 
overflowed,  and  all  his  cattle  drowned.  His 
habit  was  neat,  but  rustic;  his  speech  io  the 
Kentish  dialect  :  his  countenance  dejected  ; 
his  tale  pitiful  ;  his  wife  and  seven  tender 
helpless  infants  being  partakers  of  his  mis- 
fortunes ;  in  short,  never  did  actor  personate 
any  character  more  just,  seldom  getting  les^ 
than  a  guinea  a  day. 

He  once  gave  a  handsome  graUitity  to  an 
expert  and  famous  rat  catcher  (who  assumed 
the  honour  of  being  rat-catcher  to  the  king,  ) 
to  be  initiated  into  that  art,  and  the  still  more 
useful  secret  of  curing  madness  in  dogs  or 
cattle.. 

pur  hero  soon  attained  so  considerable  a 
knowledge  in  his  profession,  that  he  practised 
with  much  success  and  applause^  to  the  great 
advantage  of  the  public. 

F^>i'n^ing  a  new  str^t/igem,  he  exchanged 
his  shirt  arsd  all,  for  only  an  old  blanket ;  slioes? 
and  stocldngs  he  laid  aside,  as  they  did  not 
suit  his  present  purpose.  Being  thus  accoutred 
or  rather  unaci'outred,  he  was  no  more  than 

Poor  Mad  Tom,  whom  the  foul  fiend  has 
led  through  fire  and  tlirough  flame,  tlirongh 
ford  and  wiurbpool,  and  quagmire,  that  had 
laid  knives  under  his  pillow,  and  halters  in  his 
pew,  set  ratbane  by  his  porridge,  made  hini 
proud  at  lieart  to  ride  on  a  bay  trotting  norse 
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over  4-inch  bridges,  to  curse  s  own  shadow 
for  a  traitor;  wlu>  eats  the  swiming  frog,  tiie 
toad^  the  tadpole,  t)ie  wall-newt ;  that  in  the 
fury  of  his  heart,  when  the  foul  fiend  rages, 
swallows  the  oid  rat  and  ditch  dog,  drinks  the 
green  raantie  of  the  standing  pool : 

And  mice,  and  rats,  and  such  small  geer, 
Have  been  Tom's  food  for  many  a  year" 
In  this  character,  and  with  such  like  ex  pre- 
ssioos,he  entred  the  houges  of  both  great  and 
inmall,  chii mi ng  kindred  to  them  and  commit- 
ting" all  manners  of  frantic  actions  ;  by  which 
means  he  raised  very  considerable  contri- 
butions. 

Our  hero,  having  carried  on  his  vagaries 
throughout  England  and  Wales,  was  resolved 
to  see  other  countries  and  manners.  He 
found  a  ship  ready  to  sail  for  Newfoundland,, 
lying  at  Dartmouth,  where  he  then  was,  and 
agreed  to  embark  on  board  her.  She  was 
called  the  y\tlantic,  commanded  by  Captain 
Holdswortli. — Nothing  remarkable  happened 
in  this  passage  so  we  pass  by  it,  and  land  him 
$afe  in  Newfoundland. 

During  the  fishing-season,  he  visited  all  the 
settlements,  both  Engli^shand  French,  making 
himself  fully  acquainted  with  the-  names, 
circumstances,  and  characters,  of  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  any  note,  on  the  great  bank  of 
NewfV>andland,  which  is  450  miles  in  length. 

The  fishing' season  over,  our  Isero  returned 
again  in  the  Atkntic  to  Dartmouth,  from 
whence  he  had.  iirst  sailed  bringing  with  limv 
a  suiprisii^^y  fierce  large  dog,  which  he  had 


■Enticed  to  follow  him,  and  made  as  gentle  as  a 
lamb,  by  an  art  peculiar  to  liiinselfo  Our 
bero  was  received  with  great  joy  by  hig  fellow 
gipsies,  and  they  were  kmd  in  his  praises, 
when  tliey  understood  he  had  undertaken  this 
Voyage  to  enable  him  to  deceive  their  enemies 
with  the  greater  success.  He  accordingly,  in 
a  few  days,  went  in  the  character  of  a  ship- 
wrecked seaman,  homeward  bound  from  New- 
foundland, sometime  belonging  to  Pool,  some- 
limes  to  other  Ports^  and  under  such  or  suck 
commanders,  according  as  the  newspapers  gave 
accounts  of  such  very  melancholy  accidents. 

He  now  being  able  to  give  a  very  exact  ac- 
count of  Newfoundland,  the  settlements,  har- 
bours, fishery,  and  inhabitants  thereof,  he  ap- 
plied, with  great  confidence  to  masters  of 
vessels,  aud^geutleraen  well  acquaint  with  the 
parts  ;  so  that  those,  whom  before  his  prudence 
would  not  permit  him  to  apply  to,  now  became 
his  greatest  benefactors  ;  as  the  perfect  account 
he  gave  of  the  country  engaged  them  to  give 
credit  to  all  he  asserted,  and  made  them  very 
liberal. 

It  was  in  Newcastle  upon-Tyne,  that  he 
became  enamoured  with  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
G — y,  an  eminent  apothecary  and  surgeon 
there.  This  young  lady  had  charms  sufficient  to 
captivate  the  heart  of  any  man  susceptible  of 
love,  and  they  made  a  deep  impression  upon 
him.  Our  liero  fried  all  love's  persuasions  with 
liis  fair  one  in  an  honoiu-able  way  ;  as  his  per- 
son was  very  engaging,  and  his  appearance 
genteel,  he  did  not  find  her  greatly  averse  to 
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proposals.  He  passed  with  Ler  for  the  mate  of 
ni  collier's  vessel,  in  which  he  was  supported 
by  Captain  L — n,  in  whose  vessel  they  set 
sail,  and  they  had  an  exceedingly  quick  pass- 
age to  Dartmouth,  where  they  landed.  In  a 
few  days  they  set  out  for  Bath,  where  they 
lawFully  solemnized  their  nuptials,  with,  great 
gaiety  and  splendour. 

Our  lovers  began  at  length  to  be  weary  of 
the  same  repeated  rounds  of  pleasure  at  Bath, 
they  therefore  paid  a  visit  to  the  city  of  Bristol 
After  some  stay  there,  tliey  made  a  tour 
through  Somersetshire,  and  Dorsetshire,  into 
Hampshire,  where  they  paid  a  visit  to  an  uncle 
of  our  hero's  living  at  Porchester,  near  fxos- 
port,  who  was  a  Clergyman  of  distijtiguished 
merit  and  character ;  here  they  were  received 
with  great  politeness  ond  hospitality,  and  staid 
a  considerable  time. 

Coming  one  day  to  'Squire  Fortman's,  at 
Brinson,  near  Blanford,  in  the  character  of  a 
rat-catcher,  and  meeting  in  the  court  with  Mr. 
Portman,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bryant,  and  several 
gentlemen,  whom  he  well  knew,  accosted  him 
as  a  rat-catcher,  asking  it'  their  honours  had 
any  rats  to  kill  ?  Do  you  understand  your 
business  well  ?"  replies  Mr.  Portman.  "Yes 
and  please  your  honour,  I  have  been  employed 
\n  his  Majesty's  yards  and  ships.''  Well, 
go  in  and  get  something  to  eat,  and  after  din- 
ner we  will  try  your  abilities"  After  which, 
he  was  called  into  a  parlour,  among-  a  large 
rorapany  of  gentlemen  and  ladies.  "Well, 
feonost  rat-catcher,''     says  Mr.  Portiiian/  "can 
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Voii  lay  any  scheme  to  kill  tlie  rats  without 
fiurting  the  dogs  ?"  '^Yea,"  replied  Bamfyldoj 
I  shall  lay  where  even  the  cats  cannot  climb  to 
teach  it.." — ^'And  what  countryman  are  yon  ?" 
**A  Devonshire  man,  please  your  honour." 
What  is  your  name?''  Our  hero  now  per- 
ceiving thtjt  he  Was  known,  replied  very 
composedly,  "B-a-m-f-y-l-d-e-  M-o-o-r-e  C-a- 
r-e-w.''  This  occasioned  a  good  deal  of  mirth 
and  Mr.  Pleydell,  of  St.  Andrew's  Milbourne 
<^xpress<ed  a  pleasure  at  seeing  the  famons  Bam- 
fylde  Moore  Carew,  saysng,  he  had  never  seen 
him  before.  ^^Yes  but  you  have,"  replies  he 
*'and  gave  me  a  suit  of  clothes,"  Mr.  Pleydell 
testified  some  surprise  at  this,  and  desired  to 
know  when  it  was.  Mr.  Carew/  asked  hiiii 
if  he  did  not  remember  a  poor  wretch  meet- 
ing him  one  day  at  his  stable  door,  and  that 
Mr.  Pleydell  asked  hiin  if  he  was  mad ;  he 
replied,  no ;  but  a  poor  unfortunate,  cast 
away  upon  the  coast,  and  taken  up,  with 
eight  others,  by  a  Frenchman  ,  the  rest  of 
the  crew,  sixteen  in  number  being  drowned ; 
and  that  Mr.  Pleydell  gave  him  a  guinea 
i^nd  a  suit  of  clothes.  Mr.  Pleydell  said,  Im 
well  remembered  such  a  poor  object.  ''Well 
replied  our  hero,  "  that  object  was  no  other 
man  than  the  expert  rat-catcher  now  before 
you  at  which  all  the  company  laughe<l  very 
heartily,  "Well,"  says  Mr.  Pleydell,  will 
lay  a  guinea  I  shall  know  you  again  come  in 
what  shape  you  may;'  the  same  said  Mr. 
Seymour,  ofFIantford.  Some  of  the  company 
asserting  to  the  contrary  of  this,  they  desired 
our  hero  to  try  his  ingenuity  upon  them. 
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Wlien  ttie  day  was  come,  the  barber  vva»? 
called  ill  to  make  hU  face  as  smooth  aj^  art 
eould  do  and  a  woman's  gown,  and  other 
female  accoutrements  of  the  largest  size,  were 
provided  for  him.  In  order  to  render  his 
disguise  more  .  impenetrable,  he  borrowed  a 
little  iiumpli- backed  child  of  a  tinker,  and  tw(> 
more  of  some  others  of  his  commu[»ity.  Thus 
accoutred,  and  thus  hung  with  helpless  infants  . 
^he  went  to  Mr.  Fley dell's.  He  had  not  long- 
been  there,  before  the  gentlemen  all  came  in 
together,  who  accosted  him  with, Where  did 
you  come  from,  old  woman  ?"  Fj  om  Kirton 
please  your  honours,  where  the  mother  of  this 
poor  helpless  babes  was  burnt  to  death,  and 
all  they  had  consumed/'  *-D — n  you."  said 
one  of  the  gentlemen,**  there  has  been  more 
money  collected  for  Kirton  than  ever  Kirton 
was  worth  liowever,  he  gave  this  granil- 
mother  a  shilling  ;  the  other  gentlemen  were 
not  got  into  the  house,  before  their  ears  were 
saluted  with  a  tantivee,  tantivee,  and  ahaloo 
of  dogs  ;  upon  which  they  turned  round  about 
supposing  it  to  be  some  brother  sportsman, 
but  seeifjg  nobody,  Sir  worthy  swore  the  old 
woman  they  had  relieved  was  Carew;  a  serv- 
ant was  despatched  to  bring  her  back  into  the 
parlour  where  she  confessed  who  she  was; 
a  gentleman  was  now  employed  unscrewing 
the  children  from  his  back  and  observing  the 
features  and  dress  of  this  grandmother,  which 
alForded  them  sufficient  entertainment  ;  they 
afterwards  rewarded  Xvuvl  for  tJie  mirth  he  had 
procured  them. 
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It  vvas  about  tliU  time  tlie  old  king  of  tlie 
gipsies,  inained  Ciruse  Patch,  well  koowri  m 
must  parts  of  England,  finished  a  life  spent 
in  projiioiing-  the  welfare  of  his  people.  A 
little  before  his  death,  fioding  his  final  disso- 
lution approach,  he  called  together  all  hi^ 
clxildren,  to  the  number  of  eighteen,  and  sum- 
moned as  many  of  his  sobjects  as  were  within 
any  convenient  distance,  beiog  willing  that  the 
last  spark  of  his  life  should  go  out  iii  the  ser- 
vice of  his  people.  On  the  day  appointed, 
great  number  assembled  together. 

The  venerable  old  king  was  brought  np  in 
a  high  chair,  and  placed  in  the  midst  of  them, 
his  children  standing  next  to  him,  and  hig 
subjects  behind  them.  For  some  time  the 
king  of  the  mendicants  sat  contemplating  the 
tender  emotions  of  his  subjects,  then  bending 
forward,  he  thus  addressed  them: — 
'^Children  and  friends  [  regard  you  all  with  a 
paternal  love,  I  have  taken  you  from  your 
daily  employments,  tliat  you  may  eat  and 
drink  before  I  die  ;  but  before  you  depart,  the 
books  shall  be  examined,  aud  every  one  of  you 
shall  receive  from  my  private  purse  the  same 
sum  that  you  made  by  your  buisness  this  day 
of  the  last  week  ;  let  not  this  act  of  generosity 
displease  my  heirs— it  is  the  last  waste  I  shall 
moke  of  their  stores  ;  the  rest  I  die  possessed 
of  is  theirs  of  right ;  but  my  counsel,  though 
directed  to  them  only,  shall  be  for  the  general 
good  of  all.  The  good  success  my  dear  cliild- 
ren,  with  vvhiidi  my  iudustry  has  been  blessed 
has  given  m4f  th«  power  ot*  bestowir»g  on# 


Imndrt^d  pounds  on  each  of  you — a  small  for- 
tune, but  imovable ;  and  of  most  use.  as  it  is  a 
proof  that  every  one  may  gain  as  much  as  th^ 
whole,  if  yonr  idleness  or  vice  prevent  not ; 
mark  by  what  means  !  Our  community,  like 
people  of  all  professions  five  upon  necessities,' 
the  passions,  or  the  weakness  of  our  fellow 
creatures.  The  two  great  passions  of  the  hu- 
man breast  are  vanity  and  piety  5  both  these 
have  great  power  in  men's  actions  ;  but  the 
first  is  greater  far,  and  he  who  can  attract 
tliese  the  most  successfully  will  make  the  lar- 
gest fortune,  A  real  scene  of  affliction  moves 
few  hearts  to  pity ;  dissembled  wretchedness 
is  what  finds  its  way  to  the  human  mind,  and 
I  am  past  dissembling.  Take  therefore,  a- 
mong  you,  the  maxims  I  have  laid  down  for 
my  own  guide,  and  use  them  with  as  much 
success  as  I  have  drme. 

''Trouble  not  yourselves  about  the  nobility 
— Affluence  has  made  them  vain  and  insen- 
sible ;  they  cannot  pity  what  they  never  can 
feel.  / 

Some  people  show  you  in  their  looks  the 
whole  thoughts  of  their  hearts,  and  give  you 
a  fine  notice  how  to  act  with  them  ;  if  you 
meet  a  sorrowful  countenance  with  a  red  coat 
be  sure  that  the  wearer  is  a  disbanded  officer  ; 
let  a  female  attack  him,  aud  tell  him  she  is 
the  widow  of  a  marine,  who  had  served  twelte 
years  and  then  broke  his  heart  because  he 
was  turned  out  without  a  penny;  If  you 
see  a  plain  man  hang  down  his  head  as  he 
i^omes  out  of  a  nobleman's  gate,  tell  him — - 
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Good,  wo'rtliy,  sir,  T  beg  your  pardon,  but,  I 
am  a  poor  ruined  tradesman,  that  was  once  iri 
good  business,  but  the  people  would  not  pay 
me.    And  if  yon  see  a  pretty  woman  with  a 
dejected  look,  send  your  first  sister  that  is  at 
liarid  to  complain  of  a  bad  husband  that  gets 
(h'unk  and  beats  her,  and  has  spent  all  her 
substance.    There  are  but  two  things  that  can 
make  a  handsome  woman  melancholy— the 
having  a  bad  husband,  or  the  having  no 
husband  at  all ;  if  the  first  of  these  is  the  case, 
one  of  the  former  crimes  will  touch  her  to  the 
quick,  and  loosen  the  strings  of  her  purse  ;  If 
the  other,  let  a  second  distressed  object  tell 
her,  that  she  was  to  have  married  well,  but 
that  her  lover  died  a  week  before  :  one  way 
or  another  the  tender  heart  of  a  female  will 
be  melted,  and  the  reward  will  be  handsome. 
If  you  meet  a  iiomely  and  dressed  up  lady, 
pray  for  her  lovely  face,  and  beg  a  penny  : 
if , you  see  a  mark  of  delicacy,  by  the  drawing 
up  of  the  nose,  send  somebody  to  shew  her  a 
sore-head,  a  scald-head  or  a  rupture.    If  you 
happen  to  fall  in  with  a  tender  husband  lead- 
ing his  big  wife  to  church,  send  some  compa^ 
nion  that  has  but  one  arm  or  two  thumbs,  or 
tell  her  of  some  monstrous  child  you  have 
forth,  and  the  good  lady  will  pay  you  to  be 
gou^^ :    if  she  gives  but  slightly,  it  is  but  fol- 
lowing, getting  before  the  lady,  an^  talking 
louder,  and  you  may  depend  upon  searching 
her  pockets  to  better  purpose  a  second  time. 
There  are  many  more  things  I  have  to  speak 
of  :  but  profit  by  these,  tjiey  will  be  found 
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gtiffiiiieiit  and  if  they  prove  it  to  you,  my 
dreHj  what  they  have  been  these  eighteen 
years  to  me,  I  shall  not  repine  at  my  disso- 
iutioo.  I  depart,  therefore,  in  perfect  peace 
to  rest  with  my  fathers ;  it  remains,  that  I 
give  yoii  a  last  advice,  which  ij?;,  that  in  choos- 
ing my  successor,  yoii  pay  no  partial  regard 
to  any  of  my  family,  but  elect  him  who  is 
most  v/orthy  to  rule  over  you." 

He  said  no  more,  but  leaning  back  in  his 
chair,  expired  without;  a  sigh. 

When  the  day  of  election  came  our  hero 
was  chosen  by  a  considerable  majority,  and 
was  hailed  by  the  wiiolc  assembly  King  of 
the  Mendicants  ;  the  public  ri^gister  of  their 
actions  being  brought  to  him  and  committed 
to  his  care,  and  homage  done  him  by  the  as- 
sembly. The  whole  concluding  with  great 
feasting  and  ri?joicing. 

Our  hero,  notwitiistanding  the  particular 
privileges  bf  his  office,  was  as  active  in  his 
stratagems  as  ever.  Being  in  the  parish  of 
Fleet,  near  Portland-race,  in  Dorsetshire,  lid 
heard  of  a  ship  in  imminent  danger  of  being 
ca^t  away.  E^ariy  in  the  morning,  before  it 
M^as  light,  he  pulls  off  his  clothes,  which  he 
flung  into  a  pit,  and  then,  unseen  by  any  one, 
iwims  to  the  ship,  which  now  parted  a- 
sunder;  he  found  oiily  one  of  the  crew  alive 
who  wa€  hanging  by  his  hands  at  one  side  of 
the  vessel.  Mr.  Carew  immediately  oifered 
him  assistance  to  get  liim  ashore,  at  the  same 
time  inquirijig  the  name  of  the  vessel  and  her 
ijiaster,  what  cargo  was  on  board  whence  she 
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came,  and  wliither  bound  ;  tJie  poor  wretch 
had  no  sooner  answered  hU  questions,  than  a 
sea  broke  upon  the  wreck,  and  overwhelmed 
him  in  the  great  deep.  Mr  Carew  being-  an 
excellent  swimmer,  he,  with  great  difficulty 
got  on  shore  though  not  without  hurt,  the  sea 
throwing  liim  vvith  great  violence  on  the  beach 
w  hereby  one  of  his  arms  were  wounded.  By 
this  time  a  great  number  of  spectators  were 
gathered  on  the  strand,  who  rejoiced  to  see 
Mr  Garew  come  on  shore  alive,  supposing  him 
to  be  one  of  the  poor  wretches  belonging  to 
the  ship. 

Among  the  spectators  was  the  housekeeper 
of  Madam  Mohun,  who  gave  him  a  hanker- 
chief  to  bind  up  his  wound,  bade  him  follow 
her  to  her  mis^tress's  house,  where  she  seated 
him  before  a  good  fire,  and  gave  him  some 
brandy,  a  shirt,  and  other  apparel.  She  went 
up?»tairs,  and  acquainted  her  lady,  in  the  most 
moving  manner,  with  the  whole  affair.  Her 
mistress  immediately  ordered  a  bed  to  be 
w^armed  for  him,  and  took  the  greatest  care 
of  him  ;  and  Mr  Carew  lay  very  quiet  for 
three  or  four  Imurs  •  then  awaking  he  seemed 
to  be  very  mu(-h  dij*turbed  in  his  mind.  Tim 
good  people  of  the  house  seeing  this,  brought 
liim  a  good  suit  of  c'othes,  and  he  got  up; 
being  told  that  the  bodies  <»f  some  of  his  ship- 
mates were  fiang  on  shore,  he  seemed  greatly 
affpcted.  Having  received  from  J  nstice  F are- 
well  a  guinea,  and  a"  passport  for  Bristol, 
wiih  considerable  contributions  to  the  amount 
of  nine  or  ten  pounds,  he  expressed  a  desirp 


18 


to  make  the  hest  of  his  way  to  Bristol  ;  and 
the  good  Justice  Farewell  ler»t  him  his  owii 
horse  to  ride  as  far  as  Dorchester,  and  the  , 
parson  of  the  parish  sent  his  man  to  show  him 
the  way. 

Going  one  day  to  pay  a  visit  to  Mr  Incle- 
don,  of  Barnstaple,  Devon  ;  knocliing"  at  tne 
door  softly,  it  was  opened  hy  the  clerk,  who  ^ 
accosted  him  with  the  common  salutations  dif ' 
■ — How  do  you  do  Mr  Carew  ?  where  have 
you  heen  ?  He  readily  replied,  that  he  had 
beeli  making  a  visit  to  'Squire  Basset's,  and 
in  his  return  had  called  to  pay  his  respects  to 
Mr  Incledon,  but  no  sooner  was  he  entered, 
than  the  door  was  shut  upon  liim  by  Mr  Jus* 
tice  Lethbride,  who  had  concealed  himself  be- 
hind it,  and  Mr  Carew  was  made  prisoner,    •  , 

He  had  sometime  before  this,  in  the  shape' 
of  a  poor  lame  cripple,  frightened  either  the 
justice  or  bis  horsn  on  Pil ton- Bridge.  The 
justice  vov^  ed  revenge,  andnowexulted greatly 
at  having  got  him  in  his  power.  Fame  had 
no  sooner  sounded  her  hundred  tongues,  that 
our  hero  was  in  captivity,  but  the  justice's 
hou^e  was  crowded  with  intercessors  for  him  ; 
however,  Justice  Lct'ibridge  was  deaf  to  all, 
\t  length  a  w^arrant  was  made  out  for  con- 
veying him  to  Exeter,  and  lodging  him  in 
one  of  the  securest  places  in  the  city-  The 
next  day  he  was  conducted  to  Exeter,  here 
he  was  securely  lodged  for  more  than  two 
months,  and  brought  up  to  the  quarter  sessions 
held  at  the  castle  when  Justice  Be  vis  was 
chairman.     Being  asked  by   the  chairman 
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what  part?;  of  tlie  world  be  liad  been  in.  he 
answered  Denmark,  Svved*  DjMii?covy,  France 
Spain,  Portugal,  NewfourKllan4,  Ireland, 
Wales,  and  some  parts  of  Scotlaisd  ?  the 
r.hairman  then  told  liim  that  he  nymt  proi^eed 
to  a  hotter  country.  He  ir> quired  into  what 
climate,  and  being  told  of  Maryland^  he  with 
great  composure,  said  that  it  would  save  him 
live  pounds  for  his  passage,  as  he  was  desirous 
of  seeing  that  country, 

8oon  after  that  he  was  conducted  ou  hoard 
the  Juliaua,  Captain  Froade  commander. 
After  a  good  voyage  they  arrived  at  Hamp^ 
ton,  and  entered  Miles'-river,  and  cast  anchor 
in  Talbot  County.  The  captain  ordered  all 
the  men-prisoners  to  he  close  shaved  agaiii!?t 
the  morning,  and  public  notice  to  be  given  of 
the  day  of  sale,  and  the  planters  flocked  on 
board  to  purchase. — The  punch  went  merrily 
round,  and  in  the  midst  Mr  Care^v  thought  it 
no  breach  of  good  manners  to  take  sui  oppor- 
tunity of  slipping  arway,  without  taking  leave 
of.|/him. 

Mr  Carew  congratulated  hin  self  on  his 
happy  escape  and  deliverance,  but  as  he  was 
travelling, through  the  country,  he  was  taken 
by  four  timber-men,  who  carried  him  before 
a  justice,  that  committed  him  to  No'v  I'own 
gaol.  Captain  Froade,  hearing  of  his  being 
there,,. pame  and  demanded  him  as  a  run-a- 
way., sent  round  his  long  boat,  paid  all 
4;osts,  and  brought  him  once-  anore  on  board 
Ijis  sliip.  Tlie  captfdn  in  a  tyrannical  tone 
hii^^e  him  stripe,  calling  to  the  boatswain  to 
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bring  up  the  cat  o*  Tiim  tails,  and  tie  liiin  to  tlic 
main  gears  ;  after  undergoing  this  cruel  pun- 
isliment,  he  took  him  on  shore  to  a  blacksmirl^ 
and  had  a  heavy  iron  collar  placed  round  his 
neck,  which  in  Maryland  they  call  a  pot-hook, 
and  is  generally  put  on  the  necks  of  run-a-way 
slaves. 

One  night  when  all  were  asleep,  Carew  let 
himself  down  into  a  boat  that  was  along-side, 
and  made  his  escape  into  the  woods:  he  travel!* 
ed  till  he  came  to  the  Friendly  Indians,  who 
treated  him  kindly,  and  cut  off  his  iron  collar. 
FJe  one  uight  seized  one  of  their  canoes,  and 
pushing  from  the  shore  landed  near  Newcastle, 
in  Pennsylvania, 

The  first  house  he  went  to  was  a  barber*s  of 
whose  assistance  he  had  great  used.  He  told 
a  moving  story  saying  he  was  John  El  worthy 
of  Bristol,  that  he  had  been  artfully  kidnapped 
by  one  Samuel  bull  of  the  same  place,  and  gone 
through  great  hardships  in  making  his  escape. 
The  barber  willingly  lent  his  assistance  in  tak- 
ing off  his  beard,  during  the  operation  they 
had  a  deal  of  discourse,  the  barber  telling  hira 
his!  father  came  from  Exeter,  and  presented 
him  with  a  half~a-crown  bill, and  recommended 
him  to  one  Mr.  Wiggil,  a  quaker  of  the  place, 
to  whom  he  told  the  same  moving  story,  and 
obtained  a  ten  shilling  bill  from  that  same 
gentleman,  and  a  recommendation  to  the  rest 
of  the  quakers  in  the  place^  from  whom  he  re- 
jceived  several  sums  of  money. 

Mr.  Wiggil  recommended  him  to  Captain 
liead  who  was  ready  to  sail^  but  Carew  liaving 
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^  curiosity  to  see  more  of  the  coujitry, 
proper  to  leave  Pennsylvania  without  takings 
leave  of  his  good  friends.  From  hence  he 
entered  Buckingham  county,  v^diere  be  in- 
quired for  George  Boon,  who  formerly  lived 
at  Bradnii'h,  in  Devon,  Flere  he  went  by  his 
own  name,  telling  him  he  had  been  taken  pri- 
soner, and  carried  into  Havanna,  where  he 
had  lain  many  months. 

4t  New  London,  he  enquired  if  there  were 
none  of  the  name  of  Davey  in  that  city  ?  say» 
ing,  they  were  near  heirs  to  a  fine  estate  near 
Crediton^  in  Devon,  formerly  bek)nging  to  Sir 
John  Davey.  He  was  then  shewn  to  twa 
ancient  sisters  of  Sir  John  Davey,  were  tim- 
ber men.  He  toid  them  Sir  John  was  dead 
and  his  eldest  son  also,  who  had  left  two  s(ms  ; 
that  the  younger  brother's  name  was  Hum- 
phrey; after  which,  each  gave  him  a  guinea^ 
and  recommendations  to  Captain  Rogers,  who 
was  bound  for  England,  with  whom  he  em- 
barked. 

Being  safely  arrived,  he  travelled  to  Bristol, 
and  then  made  the  best  of  his  way  to  the 
Mendicant's -hall,  on  Milehill.  Just  as  he 
came  there,  the  landlady  clapped  her  hands, 
and  swore  it  was  either  Carew  or  his  ghosto 
Our  hero's  first  inquiry  was,  when  they  had 
seen  his  dear  wife;  the  landlady  told  him  that 
she  had  not  seen  her  lately,  but  had  heard 
that  both  she  and  his  daughter  were  well. 

About  this  time  he  put  on  a  jacket  and  a 
pair  of  trowsers,  and  made  the  bestof  his  way 
to  the  seat  of  Sir  William  W  m,  near 
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Watdiett,  and  met  Sir  William,  Lord  Bo!- 
lingbroke,  and  J^everal  other  gentlemen  atid 
clei'gy,  with  some  commanders  of  vessels, 
walking-  in  the  park.  Carew  approached  Sir 
William  with  a  great  deal  of  respect ;  and  ac- 
quainted him  he  was  a  Silver  ton  man  ;  that 
lie  was  son  of  one  of  his  tenants,  named  % 
Moore ;  had  been  to  Newfoundland,  and  i^i 
his  passage  homeward,  the  vessel  was  run 
down  by  a  French  ship  in  a  fog,  and  only  hirci 
and  two  more  were  saved ;  but,  being  put 
board  an  Irish  vessel,  Avere  carried  into  Ire- 
land, and  from  thence  landed  at  Watchett. 
Sir  William  asked  him  many  questions  con- 
cerning the  iniiabitants  of  Silv  erton,  to  all  of 
which  Carew  gave  satisfactory  answers.  Sir 
William  then  inquired  what  family  he  had 
and  whether  he  had  not  a  son  named  Bam- 
fylde?  and  what  became  of  him  ?  Your 
honour,"  replied  he,  "  means  the  beggar  and 
dog  stealer:  I  don't  know  what  is  become  of 
him,  but  it  is  a  wonder  if  he  is  not  hanged  by 
this  time."  "No,  I  hope  not,"  replied  Sir 
William,  I  should  be  glad,  for  his  family^s 
sake,  to  see  him  at  my  house.  Sir  \Yilliam 
generously  relieved  him  with  a  guinea,  and 
Lord  Bollingbroke  followed  kis  example  ;  the 
other  gentlemen  and  clergy  coRtributed,  acr 
cording  to  their  difFei'ent  ranks.  , 

Some  time  after  this  he  went  to  Boulogii^q, 
and  then  proceeded  to  Paris,  and  other  noted 
cities  of  France,  pretending  to  be  a  Roman 
Catholic,  who  had  left  England,  his  native 
eodntry,  out  of  an  ardent  zeal  for  spending 
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Jiis  days  in  tlie  bosom  of  the  Catholic  church^ 
The  story  soon  gained  belief,  and  handsome 
confribations  were  made  for  him.  With  a 
little  change  of  habit,  he  used  to  address  the 
English  residents^  as  a  protectant  and  ship- 
wrecked seaman ;  and  had  the  good  fortune 
to  meet  wich  an  English  physician  at  Paris  to 
whom  he  told  his  deplorable  tale,  who  not 
only  relieved  him,  hot  recommended  him  to 
that  noble  pattern  of  benevolence,  Mrs.  Hor» 
Der,  from  whom  he  received  ten  guineas,  and 
from  some  other  company  five  more.  After 
that  Carew  returned  to  England,  and  being  in 
the  city  of  Exeter  with  his  wife,  walking  upon 
the  quay  there,  he  was  apprehended  by  Mer» 
chant  D — y,  accompanied  by  several  captains 
of  vessels.  He  found  it  in  vain  to  resist,  as  he 
was  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  therefore 
desired  to  be  carried  before  some  Magistrate ; 
but  this  was  not  hearkened  to,  for  they  forced 
him  on  board  a  boat,  which  carried  him  to  the 
Phillerpy,  Captain  Simmonds,  bound  for  Ame- 
rica, with  convicts. 

The  wind  coming  fair,  they  hoisted  sail,  and 
soon  bade  adieu  to  the  English  coast.  After 
they  had  been  at  sea  a  few  days,  Captain  Sim- 
monds died,  and  Barrison,  the  mate,  took 
command  of  the  ship.  After  sixteen  weeks 
passage,  they  made  the  coast  of  America,  and 
entered  Milcs'-rivers.  They  had  scarcely  ar- 
rived when  an  overseer  belonging  to  Mr. 
Bennet,  in  Gay-river,  and  several  planters, 
came  off  to  buy  the  prisoners. 

He  then  succeeded  in  making  his  escapCj 


^m]  li  \  irig^  by  begging,  cJime  to  an  old  friend 
of  hi!«,  who  was  siirpnsod  atse<^ing  him  there, 
tie  then  to]d  h\m  m  what  manner  he  had  be*^n 
.served ;  the  other  pitied  him,  and  paid  his 
pasjsag'e  to  England,  where  he  arrived  at  Bris- 
tol, and  made  the  best  of  his  way  to  Exetero 
Fame  having- sounded  the  arrivrd  of  our  hero, 
several  gentlemen  fiorked  to 4;he  Oxford  Inn 
to  visit  him,  and  among  the  rest  Merchant 
Davey. 

On  his  return  home,  he  reflected  how  idly 
he  had  spent  the  prime  of  his  life.  These 
eogitations  so  eontinually  wrought  in  liim,  that 
he  €anie  to  a  resolution  of  resigning  the  Egyp- 
tian sceptre.  The  assembly  finding  him  de- 
termined, reluctantly  acquiesced,  and  he  de- 
parted smid  the  applaufies  and  sighs  of  his 
subjects, 

CANT  PHRASES  USED  BY  BEGGARS. 
Ahram,  naked,  without  clothes ;  or  scarce  ei)ongh  to 
sorer  their  nakedness. — •Amlndexter,  one  that-  goes 
snacks  in  gaming  with  both  parties ;  also  a  lawyer  tluit 
.  takes  fees  otr  aplaintiif  and  defendant  at  once. — Back'd^ 
dead. — Balsam,  mmi^j. — Bandog,  ^  h'sAYi^,  ov  his  fol- 
lower.— Barnacles,  the  irons  worn  in  gaols  by  felons. — 
Ordle,  a  cloak,  or  gown, — -Comeja,  a  shirt,  or  shift. — 
Cauh,  daixnh.—Caiiniken,  the  plague. — Cap,  to  swear.— 
Dance,  twopence,— i)<^^,  a  gun. — Damber,  a  rascal.— 
Dancers,  stairs. — Darknes!^,  niglit. — Dash,  a  tavern- 
;drawer. — Facer,  a  bumper  without  Hp  Yoova.—Fumens, 
liaiids. — Fasiner,  a.  warrant. — Flue,  the  recorder  of 
London  or  any  jtJier  town.— 6ri77?,  a  moutk.- — Garms, 
the  lips. — Gage,  a  pot,  or  ^\^q.— George,  a  half-crown 
^\%QQ.—Gigger,  a  door, — Half-nah,  at  a  venture,  uu- 
sight,  unseen,  hit  or  miss. — •J^«(/^/?^<2<i,  a  sixpence.— 
Hams,  breeclies. — Jacha.da.ndy,  a  little  importiueut^ 
insigiiificant  follow. 

THE  END. 
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